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Since the last newsletter the government has updated it’s 

guidelines regarding the performing arts and since 15th August 

2020, England entered Stage Four of the phased return to performing arts, which 

means that singing (including, in strictly controlled circumstances, indoor           

rehearsals and performances with “limited socially-distanced audiences”) may now 

resume by professional and amateur groups. 

Having read the guidelines several times, I would have to agree with many other 

commentators that they are hugely ambiguous and lack clarity. That said, I am 

aware that a number of choirs throughout the country are resuming rehearsals   

including Cor meibion y Bontfaen (pictured below) who have featured twice on 

breakfast TV  during recent weeks. I also have it on good authority that locally, both 

Alfreton MVC and The   

SherWIn singers are      

looking to resume rehearsals in early September. 

Unfortunately we face a problem in that the          

management group at Little Eaton church seem very 

reticent to adopt the most recent guidelines and I 

fear they may not allow us to resume use of the hall 

until 2021 at the earliest. We may therefore need to 

find a suitable temporary venue where we can       

resume some form of physical rehearsal together, 

probably in smaller groups to begin with. If anyone 

has a potential solution then please let us know as 

soon as possible. 

At the beginning of August I conducted a small survey to get a feel of how choir members were feeling about 

the choir, now and in the future. The survey was sent to 29 members and we received 28 responses. On   

average the 10 questions took 9 minutes to complete. The results are summarised in this newsletter. I was 

impressed with the overall positivity toward the choir and the majority of members who are keen to return to 

some form of rehearsal as long as it takes place within a safe  environment. Every effort will be taken to    

ensure the safety of members and we will incorporate the best practice of other choirs who have already  

returned to rehearsal. I have managed to speak to the majority of you by telephone during the month and a 

couple of you have also been kind enough to give me a call. I do feel it helps us to keep in touch and       

maintain a bit of “group cohesion”. As most of you will know, Eric Singleton continues to convalesce after his 

heart operation and I’m sure he appreciates telephone contact with choir members so try and keep him in 

your thoughts. I have also been made aware by Ron Payne 

that ex member Andrew Spencer is not in the best of health 

and is currently undergoing a programme of chemotherapy. I 

spoke to Andrew a couple of days ago and passed on our best      

wishes. He is very fatigued at the moment but hopes the  

treatment will be successful in time. Andrew was full of praise 

for the friendship and kindness demonstrated to him by Ron 

Payne. Well done Ron. 

We have also been made aware that ex choir member         

Malcolm Watson has recently passed away. Malcolm will be 

unknown to most of us as he retired from the choir some 

years ago. He did attend our annual dinner two years ago with 

his wife Eunice. Our thoughts are with Eunice and the family. 

Choir 

News September 

2020 Light at the end of the tunnel 



Find us @ www.dcmvchoir.com 

Derbyshire Community Male Voice Choir 

Norris notches up seventh decade 
We’re delighted to wish 

many happy returns of the 

day to Frank Norris who cel-

ebrated his 70th birthday 

during August. Evergreen 

baritone Frank, who hails 

from Stafford demonstrates 

tremendous commitment to 

the choir completing an 80 

mile round trip to attend 

rehearsals. “It is a long trip    

particularly during the win-

ter but there are two rea-

sons why I feel compelled to 

turn up each week” commented Frank, “firstly without me the baritone section would be completely useless 

so I feel obliged to turn up and knock them into shape. And secondly the audience always enjoy a bit of eye 

candy so if I can make an old girl happy with my dazzling good looks who am I to deny her”. 

Marginally younger than “Nobbler” Norris, three other 

choristers celebrated their birthdays during the 

month of August. We wish Tom Fleming, Ellis Pugh 

and Tim Limberger many happy returns of the day. 

Tom clearly takes this birthday business very           

seriously whilst Ellis and Tim have a much more 

whimsical view on the whole affair. 
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Graham and Julie have always 

been partial to a bit of cruising! 

But like many of us, having had 

several overseas holidays cancelled this year, they decided to have a staycation a little closer to home. 

“We’ve thoroughly enjoyed the break” commented Graham “although we have had to crew (drive, open 

locks, moor up) and make our own beds, drinks and meals!” They have enjoyes a sedate 6 day, 60 mile 

round trip on the Trent and Mersey Canal between Lichfield to Shardlow. Inevitably whilst steering their 

friends long boat Endeavour there were a number of obligatory pub stops along the way. Meanwhile other 

choir members, natives and Sassenachs alike, have headed North to enjoy the natural beauty of Scotland 

and the border country. They have been seduced by the beautiful scenery and taken a number of attractive 

photographs in-between the driving rain and howling gales. 

There’ll be a lot of wringing out of garments and ground 

sheets upon their return to Derbyshire. 

Graham and Julie’s staycation cruise 
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CD launch approaches 

The truth of that statement is certainly 

born out throughout my life and a sign in 

our kitchen which reads “Life without dogs 

– I don’t think so!” really reiterates that. 

Over the years ten dogs have been part of 

our life, mostly mongrel, all of them char-

acters. Thoughts of them still bring a smile 

to my face, and once you have accepted 

them as your responsibility, you are in a 

win win situation. 

One incident that really proved that a dog 

is a man’s best friend occurred when I 

lived in India with my parents. My father 

was an accomplished pianist and owned a 

grand piano. One day he came to his mu-

sic room to play. Our dog Jack stood in 

front of him and stopped him going to the 

piano. My father tried to side step him but 

Jack continued to growl and wouldn’t let 

him past. Then my father looked up and 

saw the problem. There coiled round the 

pedals of the piano was a cobra with its 

head reared to strike. A hasty exit was 

called for. Exercise for our dog is reduced 

to a daily shuffle with me but also energet-

ic walks in the area by Janet and members 

of the family. Memories of walking the 

Pennine Way, the Likewake Walk and the 

Coast to Coast are based in the distant past, but the photograph albums confirm they happened.  

Happy days and happy dogs. 

A man’s best friend 

When there is no immediate deadline to meet it 

is surprising how long it takes to actually        

accomplish a task. That’s certainly how it feels 

with the task of producing our latest CD which 

as you will recall was recorded some 6 months 

ago in February. The latest milestone has now 

been completed with all the artwork finally 

signed off and approved. The final step is to 

choose a suitable company to press and print 

the final product. Hopefully it won’t take        

another six months - it will be in the shops in 

time for Christmas. 
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Tony’s “top drawer” on new bedroom furniture 

During the month I have attempted to keep in touch with as many choristers as possible although one or 

two have proven more elusive than others. Tony Davenport has been very busy during the lockdown with all 

manner of DIY and gardening projects. Whenever I have attempted to phone him he has inevitably been “up 

a ladder”. On my latest attempt at contact, Tony informed me that he was busy building a fitted wardrobe 

for his bedroom. “That’s fantastic” said I “why don’t you send me a picture of yourself at work to share with 

all your fellow choristers” After some further persuasion, Tony reluctantly agreed to send a couple of snaps 

of his work and a few days later the above photos pinged in to my inbox.  

I called Tony back to thank him for the photos and added that whilst they are very good, it would have been 

better if he appeared in at least one of them. “I am in the photo on the right” Tony retorted, “Betty took the 

photo while I was inside the wardrobe adjusting the hinges”. 

“Sean speaking, how may I help you?” 
The past six months or so have not been the best that second tenor Sean Powell has 

ever experienced. At the beginning of the lockdown he was forced to isolate himself 

from close family members for health reasons and then also had to find a new home 

which is not easy during a lockdown. Added to this, the downturn in business found 

Sean initially furloughed and then made redundant from his job. Well the good news 

is that despite all the current restrictions Sean has managed to secure a new role as 

a customer services adviser. The new job starts at the beginning of September and 

Sean will be working from home at his new residence in Milford. All your friends in the 

choir hope it all goes well for you Sean. 
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KD Acoustic Duo pass 

 the old grey whistle test 
During the choir’s summer shutdown in 2019, Dave Carver 

and Kevin Griffiths decided to spend some time together           

developing some songs they could sing as a duet. “Dave is a 

very talented guitarist” said Kevin “and his knowledge of pop 

and folk songs from the late fifties through to the late         

seventies is tremendous. He also has a very good voice 

which I think we underestimate when he is singing in a choir 

with lots of other people. He is very quick to pick up a        

harmony line and together we have started to sound quite good even if we do say so ourselves” 
 

After a few rehearsals the pair invested £250 in their own PA system and organised a couple of events which 

were held in August 2019. We seemed to go down quite well with our audience so decided we would do a bit 

of local marketing to get ourselves known. “A flyer was printed up and sent out to local residential care 

homes which resulted in a really good response” said Dave, “in the first few months of  2020 before the 

lockdown hit us we undertook a further 14 events mainly held in the early afternoons and lasting for about 

an hour.” 
 

Since then the duo have unfortunately had to postpone a further 

eighteen bookings which were supposed to have taken place   

between April and September of this year. The duo have a        

repertoire of about 50 songs which includes hits from the      

Beatles, Kinks, Everly Brothers, Buddy Holly, Neil Young, The 

Seekers, Hermans Hermits, Carole King, and John Denver. 

“We’ve received very good feedback on our choice of music as 

many entertainers who work in these sort of venues tend to be 

either Elvis Presley impersonators or sing a medley of songs from 

the WWII era - we’ve been told we’re a breath of fresh air and it’s 

amazing how many people we see in the audience singing along 

with us” commented Kevin. 
 

We charge a very modest fee for each booking and felt that once we had covered the cost of out start up  

investment we would donate any profits to a worthy cause - or alternatively we could make a further          

investment in some strobe lighting and a smoke machine. When all of this is over and we establish the “new 

normal” we hope to resume our activities and hopefully will be able to pick up all those postponed bookings 

and more.  We were booked to do up to three events a week and had 

toyed with the idea of asking Ken Barnes to come along and act as our 

“roadie” but he wanted too large a slice of the profits. 

 

Back in the day record companies knew if they had a hit on their hands 

if the “old grey” - usually the cleaner or security man - could be found 

wandering the building humming or whistling the tune. If the tune had 

stuck, they knew they had a potential hit on their hands, hence the 

phrase “old grey whistle test” From the number of people who were 

singing along with us at our events we feel confident that we have 

passed the old grey whistle test. 
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Met Office long term 

“singing” forecast is 

set good to fair 
Having not rehearsed or performed together 

for the best part of five months and still     

awaiting news of the embargo on choir       

activities, the choir committee were keen to 

gauge the current feelings and views of choir       

members. 

At our last committee meeting we discussed 

what possible steps we might take in the future to regain some form of normality and these included smaller 

group rehearsals, possibly in the open air, amongst other ideas. It should be noted that we do not intend to       

undertake any activity which is in violation of current government guidelines or in which members might feel 

at risk.  

With this in mind it was agreed that we would seek the thoughts and opinions of members and a short ten 

question survey was issued via email. Twenty seven members responded and a summary of the results are 

as follows. 

 

 

 

 

 

1  Are you missing choir activities - rehearsals and concerts?               94  

On a scale of 0 - 100 a mean score of 93 from responders would suggest that the majority of us are missing 

our usual activities 

 

2  Have you taken part in the remote zoom rehearsals? 
 

It is pleasing to see that over two-thirds of responders have engaged with the 

weekly zoom rehearsals that have been lead by Louise. These sessions have 

delivered two benefits to those involved. Firstly they have provided some social 

contact with other colleagues within their particular section of the choir and  

secondly they have allowed us to practice some established music and even 

more beneficially introduce some new music. After four or five rehearsals the 

majority of people involved feel confident in singing “The Prayer” When we    

resume proper rehearsals this should be a piece that requires little fine tuning. 

 

Louise has worked very hard during this period and given up two of her          

evenings each week to lead two sessions per night - Monday and Tuesday.     

Rehearsing in this manner does have certain limitations but as already stated 

there have been real benefits and it does maintain the discipline of the weekly practice of singing. It is also 

carried out  in a completely non threatening environment as no one else can actually hear you sing 
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3  What has prevented you in engaging in         

zoom rehearsals ?  
 

There were three reasons cited for non involvement in 

the zoom rehearsals so far. It is possible that        

members have not realised that these sessions are 

completely anonymous and although you can be seen 

by other choristers you cannot be heard. 

A lack of interest and not recognising the value were 

the other reasons cited.  

 

 

 

4  How often do you visit our website? 
 

The main purpose that choristers might visit our       

website is to access the practice parts for each song 

in our repertoire.  

Once again, Louise as accompanist and Sean as     

website administrator spend a lot of time keeping this 

site up to date and easily accessible so it would be 

great to see all choristers using it on a regular basis.  

You will also find minutes of committee meetings 

stored in the members’ area and a gallery of photos 

and articles from previous concerts and events 

 

 

 

5  How often do you visit our Facebook or Twitter page? 
 

The main purpose of these social media pages are to 

raise the profile of the choir by regular reports of our 

concerts and other events we do . 

This is free advertising in an age where social media 

is in vogue and fewer people are reading             

newspapers. 

Our objective is to create an impression of a vibrant, 

fun and friendly organisation that people might want 

to be a part of. The more choristers who contribute 

positive comments to our regular post help to under-

pin this view. 



Find us @ www.dcmvchoir.com 

Derbyshire Community Male Voice Choir 

6  Do you receive a copy of the monthly newsletter?                96% 
 

All bar one survey respondent confirmed that they received a monthly copy of 

the newsletter. It is god to know that at least the newsletter is received by      

everyone who responded. Due to the brevity and limitations of the survey we 

were unable to establish whether members actually read it or whether they 

thought it was useful. As a reminder, the purpose of the newsletter is to help 

disseminate useful information, record recent events and help to celebrate a 

range of social aspects such as birthdays, weddings etc. within our choir      

community. If between us we circulate it to members of the public, potential 

new members, potential concert hosts, etc. it serves as a good marketing tool; 

portraying us as a vibrant , fun and friendly organisation.  
 

7  Are regular telephone calls from the committee useful?               80 

 

On a scale of 0 - 100 the mean score from respondents was 80 

During the period of lockdown, the committee have been keen to maintain some       

semblance of momentum within the choir using vehicles such as zoom rehearsals,    

social media, quizzes, monthly newsletter and telephone calls. Very few of us will have 

ever experienced this period of isolation before and the committee are determined that 

we maintain good morale and relationships within the choir until we can return to some 

form of physical activity 

 

 

8. What is your opinion of holding small socially distanced rehearsals involving up to 

12 people either outside or in a large venue allowing adequate social distancing? 

 
The vast majority of responses to this question were positive given the proviso that adequate precautions 

and social distancing is maintained. A smaller number of members who perhaps feel more vulnerable were 

a little more cautious in their responses and this is fully understandable. 

The committee are committed to following government guidelines and will not request any member to take 

part in an activity that makes them feel uncomfortable or at risk in any way. 

That said, the positive responses obtained suggest that this is perhaps an avenue to consider toward the 

end of late summer but we will obviously take into account any changing circumstances. 
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9. Assuming we remain in lockdown until at least 2021, what do you think the choir 

will look like and how might it function differently in the future? 
 

Unsurprisingly this question drew a wide variety of responses probably because none of us know what the 

future may hold. A number of responses suggested that in time we will look and operate in much the same 

way as we have in the past. Other responses suggested that we may be a much smaller choir , performing in 

different venues to where we have in the past and at different times - not the regular fortnightly Friday night 

slot. At the moment we are unable to say how the future may affect us but it is probably worth adopting as 

flexible an attitude as possible because it is likely that some changes may take place. 

 

10  Do you feel you will still be a member of the choir if we are able to resume some 

form of activity in 2021? 
 

Whilst the previous question attracted a wide range of responses, question 10 was almost unanimous in its 

answer - a resounding Yes. 

 

Amongst choristers affirmative responses were the following comments: 

 

“To me it’s more a way of life than a hobby “ 

 

“absolutely, never in doubt, it's become part of who I am” 

 

“since lockdown I have realised how much I rely on the choir” 

 

“without doubt” 

 

“a big YES” 

 

“of course” 
 

 

Thank you to all members for your responses to the survey 


