
 

Derbyshire Community Male Voice Choir 

Diary Dates 

13 Mar     joint concert with        

  Walton Primary Choir 

28 Mar     Umbrella Concert  

3 Apr    St Michael Alvaston  

17/19 Apr North Wales Trip  

1 May       joint concert with         

   Derby Deanery Choir 

9 May          Annual Concert  

  with Derventio Brass 

22 May     joint concert with     

            Mansfield MVC  

5 Jun        joint concert with     

           Dalesmen MVC  

27 Jun           Annual Dinner 

Singing in the rain 

at St Swithun’s 
With storm Ciara forecast to bring heavy 

rain to the UK, the choir arrived at St. 

Swithun’s Church in Belper with some 

trepidation on Friday 7th February. The 

tradition of rain associated with the  9th 

century saint should only apply to early 

July although the more superstitious   

members of the choir had arrived with 

wellingtons and Sou’westers. In total    

contrast to a damp squib, the evening 

concert proved to be a roaring success 

and well received by the appreciative   

audience. The concert was organised by 

church warden, Keith Wollerton, pictured 

below with baritones Geoff Ball and Tim 

Limberger. The evening marked our first 

visit to the church and proved an absolute 

delight for the choir who enjoyed the fine acoustic qualities of the building. Taking 

full advantage of the acoustics, the choir put on a good performance and           

impressed the assembled audience with the diverse programme of music that we 

delivered. The programme consisted in the main of songs that we intend to record 
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Lucky Numbers 

3 Feb  Peter Bradley  

10 Feb  Chris Hare  

17 Feb Dave Carver 

23 Feb Kevin Griffiths 
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on our latest CD later this month and included two of our most recent additions, 

“Perfect” and “We rise again”. Soloists Tony Davenport (pictured right) sang the 

John Denver song “Perhaps Love” and Mark Kohrs (centre right) performed the 

Paul Simon composition “April come she will”. The skill and competence of both 

our accompanists, Anne and Louise, was recognised by the audience following 

their piano duet of Tritsch Tratsch Polka. Anne  received further applause when the 

audience were informed of her recent invitation to a Buckingham Palace Garden 

Party in recognition of her long service to charitable fundraising as accompanist to 

the choir. The building of St Swithun’s church took 

place in 1912 and was funded by Elizabeth Hanson 

as a   memorial to her husband Isaac who was born 

on Saint Swithun's Day. The stone used for the    

building came from a quarry at Coxbench, and so is 

very much the same as Derby Cathedral tower which 

was quarried at Little Eaton some 400 years earlier. 

The church remains very much as built except for the 

seating which was changed between 2000-2. 

Amongst the stained glass is a memorial window for 

Elizabeth Hanson who appears as Saint Elizabeth. 

The window (pictured left) was  installed around 

1920. 
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Annual Concert 

preparations 

commence 
There are just 10 weeks to go until 

our Annual Concert on the 9th May 

at Broadway Baptist Church in    

Derby. The concert promises to be 

a great evening as we will be joined 

by local ensemble, Derventio Brass 

under the baton of David Blackwell. 

The venue has a capacity of 200 

and we are aiming to make it a sell 

out so this will require the effort 

and enthusiasm of each member of 

the choir to sell their allocation of 

tickets. 

Posters and flyers are also         

available for distribution by  choir 

members to ensure we get wide 

coverage of the event throughout 

Derby and its surrounds. Adverts 

have been placed in many of the 

local directories to publicise the 

event throughout March and April. 

Tickets can also be purchased on 

line for the first time. Please play 

your part in making this concert the 

highlight of our season. 



Panic alarm “sounded” by accident prone pianist  

Find us @ www.dcmvchoir.com 

Derbyshire Community Male Voice Choir 

Over recent years Louise Buxton, our talented pianist, has had more than her fair share of accidents. Louise 

enjoys a wide range of sports which have resulted in several injuries; some rather bizarre and others down 

right unbelievable. When Tom Fleming received a text from Louise on the eve of our CD recording day he  

immediately   became concerned. The 

text along with the photo of the   

bloodied finger pictured right,         

informed Tom that she was currently 

in the Royal Derby A&E department 

having cut her finger with a sharp 

kitchen knife. Concerned about her 

ability to play the piano the following 

day, Tom contacted other members of 

the choir committee. As the minutes 

ticked by with no further communica-

tion from Louise, despite our efforts 

to contact her, committee members 

reluctantly agreed that the recording day would have to be cancelled. In the middle of a telephone             

conversation to our sound engineer informing him of the cancellation, Louise finally made contact and      

admitted that the whole episode had been a hoax. After several stiff drinks, committee members’ heart rates 

began to return to normal as they eventually calmed down. After a further few hours they began to see the 

funny side of the situation and are now deep in thought planning a suitable act of revenge! 

 The curious incident of the 

concert that never was!  
Returning from choir practice on Monday evening 10th  February 

choir chairman Kevin Griffiths brewed a cup of tea and settled 

into his favourite armchair before retiring for the night. One final 

scan of social media caught his eye and sent him into a mild 

state of panic. A poster published on  Facebook was publicising a 

performance by the choir on  Saturday afternoon, 7th March. “I 

was amazed to see the poster as I couldn't remember ever 

agreeing this  engagement at Hilton Village Hall. Saturday after-

noons are not a good time for choir members. Half of them are 

lying down in darkened rooms while the other half are trying to 

pick a winner in the smoke-filled confines of the local             

bookmakers.” On further investigation it transpires that the     

organisers had indeed booked a choir for the event - but not us. 

Their publicity officer had simply used the wrong photograph on 

their posters. 



Take 19 - last time, I promise! 
No lazy lay in bed for choir members on Saturday 22nd February. 

We all congregated bright and early at St Nick’s church in        

Allestree to record songs for our latest CD. A great deal of        

rehearsal time had taken place over recent weeks and everyone 

was excited and motivated to produce a worthy sound that we 

can be proud of; and will enhance our reputation within the local 

choral community.  

As part of planning the project, we had chosen a building with 

great acoustics and our sound engineer Chris Harding has a good 

reputation within the music and events industry. The only “fly in 

the ointment” was the whistling and howling of storm Dennis as it 

passed over the roof of the building and caused us to time our 

singing to avoid excessive background noise.  

It is quite a challenge to record enough music for a CD in one day 

and it demands patience and discipline from all those involved. 

MD Chris Hare guided the ship well and managed to get the     
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balance right between another take of a track before moving on 

to the  next song on the list. With one eye on the clock, and  

signs of fatigue as choristers voices become tired, the day was 

well managed and completed on time. 

A mixture of songs were recorded including several hymns 

which are regarded as Male Voice Choir standards. Overall   

however there is a more contemporary feel to the music with 

many “younger”, more contemporary songs included. A couple 
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of highlights that we are looking forward 

to hearing are arrangements by our own 

accompanist Louise Buxton. Louise has 

combined two classic popular songs by 

the Beatles and Procul Harem to produce 

something which we think will sound   

rather special. She has also produced a 

lovely arrangement of Ed Sheeran’s     

Perfect. 

Sound engineer Chris Harding (pictured 

below) offered lots of great advice 

throughout the day and we look forward 

to the final product once he has under-

taken some post production “tidying up” 

of some of the pieces 

A long and tiring day which choristers 

handled with patience and good humour. 

The CD should be available by the early 

summer and will be on sale to the public 

at all our events at the beginning of our 

2020/21 season. 
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Bank Road Live is a programme of regular live 

music performed at Matlock Methodist and     

United Reform Church. We last performed at this 

venue in 2015 and were delighted to be invited 

back by organiser Mike Haynes on Saturday 29th 

February. The church possesses good acoustic 

qualities and coupled with an excellent sound 

system operated by Mike we were able to deliver 

a good performance to the assembled audience. 

Tom Fleming directed the choir and                  

accompaniment was provided by Louise Buxton. 

Leap of faith on stormy Matlock night 
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 Internal inquiry opened   

into demise of bass section  
The recent reduction of numbers in our bass section has 

initiated a “root and branch” review of the management and 

well being of our deep voiced colleagues. Concern has been  

expressed as to whether the monotonous and repetitive  

nature of bass parts  has indirectly contributed to the recent 

bouts of ill health. “The responsibility of anchoring the choir 

with our dramatic basso profondo rhythms certainly places a 

lot of stress upon us” commented 3F Geofff. “I’ve just found 

the whole thing too stressful and decided to move to calmer 

waters in the comfort of the baritone section.” Other than 

3F, bass singers John, Brian and Eric have experienced     

periods of hospitalisation recently and we send them all our 

very best wishes for a complete return to health. One    

member of the bass section who wished to remain         

anonymous  (Len St John) said he was pleased that an     

investigation was taking place but said ““I didn’t expect a 

kind of Spanish Inquisition” But then “Nobody expects the 

Spanish Inquisition!”  

Solos were performed by choristers Tony Davenport, Tim Limberger and Tom Fleming. In the absence of 

Anne Allen, Louise played a beautiful solo piece on the piano which was well received by the audience. Choir 

numbers were a little lower than of late but those present rose to the occasion and delivered a competent               

performance. Tom Fleming valiantly waved his arms about in time with the music and on occasion the      

assembled choristers were courteous enough to follow his direction. At other times we chose to completely 

ignore his ministrations 

which resulted in a shorter 

than usual version of 

“Lean on Me” and an    

extended rendition of 

“Bring him home”. Tom, 

Louise and all the choir 

members present received 

warm praise from the     

audience at the end of the 

e v e n i n g  a n d  w e r e           

persuaded to sing Morte 

Criste for a second time as 

an encore. Well done Tom 

for standing in. 


