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I really enjoy this time of year. It’s great to 

see new growth on trees and plants, and to 

visibly see the days lengthening. So far this spring we have 

been truly spoilt enjoying particularly mild and sunny weather 

over the last ten days or so. It’s not just the change in weather that I enjoy; from a 

choir perspective I have enjoyed the way we have began to celebrate a number of 

holidays and events at this time of the year including Valentine’s day and Saint 

David’s Day. You can read more about that on the next page. We’re also             

celebrating an anniversary at this time of year, It’s exactly one year since we last 

performed in concert together. It’s not the sort of anniversary we would choose to 

celebrate but fingers crossed we have all come through it without too much pain 

or loss of life. You can remind yourselves of our last concert on page 3. 

Whilst we’re not out of the woods yet, maybe we can begin to see some light at 

the end of the tunnel. We have been here a couple of times before however, having planned to recommence 

rehearsals only to be thwarted at the last moment by a change in lockdown restrictions. There are two       

significant dates in the government’s latest “road map” that we should note. If we follow the directions set 

out on this map then on the 17th May (11 weeks from now) it is hoped that most social contact outdoor rules 

will have been lifted. By this time we should be enjoying some pleasant weather and the evening’s will have 

drawn out. This should allow us an opportunity for some   social 

meetings as a choir or maybe even an outdoor rehearsal or 

two!  From the 21st June (16 weeks from now) it is hoped that 

all restrictions will have been lifted such that we would be able 

to resume our normal activities. Wow how exciting is that!!!! 

In any normal year, we would not normally rehearse during the 

summer months of June, July and August. But this isn’t any nor-

mal year, having not sang together for over a year we are likely 

to be very ring rusty. Now we obviously have to check that all 

the key members of the music team are in agreement but I 

think that this year we need to consider    rehearsing during the 

summer. We have a joint concert planned with Mansfield Male 

Voice Choir for early October. We will not be in a position to 

honour this commitment if we only begin to rehearse at the 

beginning of September. I would like you all to give this some 

serious consideration over the coming weeks. 

For those of you who have not participated recently, can I invite 

you once again to our Monday evening get together via Teams. 

We meet up virtually for no more than an hour and share some 

news. The majority of the time is taken up by a general 

knowledge quiz - last week’s was set by Malcolm Richardson 

which was particularly challenging for us simple folk!! If you 

need a bit of help getting involved give Tim Limberger or any 

member of the committee a call. 

Finally can I wish you all a very happy St David’s Day  which is 

celebrated on the 1st March. Cawl and Welsh cakes for tea 

tonight!   Gwnewch y pethau bychain 
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Anyone skilled at map reading ? 
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I received an email from Dave 

Carver on Friday 12th February   

reminding me that in any normal 

year I would probably be scurrying 

around supermarkets and florists in 

an effort to secure sufficient stock 

of red roses for all the female    

members attending our Valentine 

concert. Since 2014 we have      

attempted to arrange a concert as 

close to Valentine Day as possible 

and made a special effort to add a 

touch of romance to the evening. 

Our MD Chris Hare would scour 

through our extensive repertoire of 

music and plan a programme of   

ballads and romantic songs         

sufficient to melt any ladies’ heart. 

Solos from all the heartthrob     

crooners in our ranks would often 

have females feinting in the aisles. 

Sometimes passions would be so 

high that choristers would have to 

beat the ladies off with a stick! 

Looking at the beaming smiles of 

our choristers and members of the 

audience this is clearly one concert 

in the year that is  enjoyed by all. 

Next year we will have to make an 

extra special effort to make this an 

evening full of laughter, merriment 

and romance. Featured are a range 

of photos from the last seven years. 

       Our Valentine tradition 



The 29th of February is a significant day in 

the choir’s calendar. It mark’s exactly one 

year since we last performed together as a 

group. We enjoyed a lovely evening together 

at Matlock Methodist Church and despite not 

having a particularly large audience to      

perform to, there was a lot of mirth and     

merriment throughout the evening. Tom 

Fleming made a valiant effort at guiding us 

through our repertoire for the evening       

although we did choose to ignore him on one 

or two occasions when he lost his way.      

Despite that his enthusiasm and good grace 

served us well and we all enjoyed    singing 

under his direction. We also enjoyed solo   

inputs from Tim Limberger, Tony Davenport 

and Tom providing a little variety to the     

choral programme. Matlock Methodist 

Church run a programme of regular live     

performances throughout the year and I hope 

that it’s a venue that we will be able to return 

to again in the future. How quickly we can 

return there clearly depends on returning to 

some form of normality  and for many of us - 

learning how to sing again!!!  
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A Happy Anniversary - or is it? 



Warm welcome to Rob ! 

Many Happy Returns Ken 
We would all like to wish Ken Barnes a very     

happy birthday which he celebrated on the 28th 

February. As has been documented in various    

editions of the newsletter, the last 12 months 

have not been the best for Ken. First of all was 

the unfortunate incident with those unusual 

“herbs” growing in Ken’s garden which was 

shortly followed by the discovery of an            

underground “meth lab” beneath his garden shed. Having recently        

completed a rehabilitation course Ken feels he is well set to face a bright 

future with the choir and is looking forward to the resumption of activities. 

“I have had to battle a number of vices over the years” commented Ken, 

“as a young man I once decided to give up heavy drinking and              

womanising; it was the worst twenty five minutes of my life”. Looking      

forward to singing with you again soon Ken 
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Dydd Gwyl Dewi Sant 
In recent years we have tried to organise 

our programme so that any concert close to 

the 1st of March contains some element of 

Welsh music to celebrate St David’s Day. 

We have presented members of the        

audience and our own accompanists with 

daffodils which is one of the symbols we 

associate with Wales. Some of our choris-

ters have taken it a bit further and have 

even dressed up as  daffodils, What a good 

sport Tom Fleming was. Looking forward to 

sharing happy times like this again. 

Delighted to report 

that we have been 

contacted by a      

p o t e n t i a l  n e w     

member, Paul Free-

stone. Paul, who is a 

friend of Jim Brown, 

made initial enquiries 

back in the spring of 2020 but any attempt to join us was    thwarted by 

lockdown restrictions. Chris Hare has also had a conversation with a work 

colleague at the hospital who has indicated a wish to join us. Over the 

coming weeks it would be great if we could all start lobbying friends and 

colleagues and promoting the benefits of singing in a choir. 
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Early Training regime 

proves challenging 
Back in December Mark Kohrs invited other choir members 
to join him on the Mighty Hike raising money for            
Macmillan Cancer Support. The challenge was taken up by 
Chris Hare, Ian Ware, Jim Brown and Tom Fleming.        
Between them the five walkers have set a charity target of 
£2000 and with a fair wind and your support I’m sure they 
will exceed this target. 
So far they have received donations totalling 23% of their 
target. If you would like to support the cause please visit  
 
https://www.justgiving.com/team/DCMVC-WANDERERS. 

In a recent interview with team captain, Mark Kohrs, the 
success of the early training programme was discussed. 
“It’s not going too badly for some of us but I’m a bit      
concerned about a couple of the older team members who 
are now in their sixties” commented Mark. “Jim Brown has 
been undertaking practice walks around Little Eaton that 
always seem to end at the Queen’s Head and feels very 
disappointed that the doors remain locked”. “I’ve           
increased Chris Hare’s training target recently” added 
Mark “I’ve set him the target of walking around the        
corridors of the Royal for at least three hours every day. If 
he holds a clipboard under his arm everyone will think he’s 
on official business” 

“It’s old Tom I’m most concerned about” said Kohrs, with 
an anguished look upon his face, “since he’s retired he’s let 
himself go a bit so I hope he’s up to the challenge. I’ve told 
him that if he can’t finish the course we won’t be able to 
carry him - we’ll probably have to shoot him”. 


