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Those of you who are old enough to remember will recall the   

 scene in the soap opera Dallas, where Bobby Ewing steps out of 

the shower one morning and convinces all the viewers that the content of several   

prior episodes of the show had all been a dream! 

If only we were in the same position; but alas the restrictions of the pandemic   

continue to prevent any meaningful choral activity and we are now entering what 

will be the tenth month since the choir last performed together. If you’re       

scratching your head trying to remember, it was at Matlock Methodist Church on a 

wet and windy Saturday night at the end of February. On that evening we had the 

pleasure of being conducted by Tom Fleming who despite having to face a bunch of Sassenachs made an     

extremely competent job of it. 

Since then I have produced nine further editions of the newsletter without any concerts or events to report 

on. The content of these editions has been a mixture of actual news about choir members and fictitious     

stories aimed at raising a smile or chuckle. I continue to do this in the vain attempt of maintaining  some  

contact between us. 

By the time you read this edition, I will hopefully have been             

interviewed by BBC East Midlands Today who are interested in the 

story of our latest CD. They feel that there is some merit in the  fact 

that we have dedicated the CD to victims of the pandemic; and that 

we are donating £6 from the sale of each sale to the Derby and     

Burton Hospitals Charity. 

This Christmas will be a different experience for many of us. The run 

up to Christmas has become, in recent years, a very busy time for the 

choir with some of us attending twelve Christmas events. What a stark contrast we have this December. The 

majority of this newsletter focusses on Christmas and contains an article where many choir members        

describe their experiences of “different” Christmases in the past. Whatever kind of event you have planned, I 

wish all of you and your families a peaceful, safe and happy Christmas. I look forward to meeting you all at 

sometime in the new year when we have all been vaccinated. Merry Christmas and a happy new year 2021. 

It’s all been a 

bad dream! 

December 

2020 
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Michael Ireland is keen to remind everyone that if you 

are doing any Christmas shopping on line, please do 

it via the easy fundraising website (web address is 

shown left) Your purchases will not be any more    

expensive but the choir will receive a small           

commission on each of your purchases 

This is a simple and painless way to help the choir 

boost its funds. All the big retail outlets shown left 

plus many more take part in the scheme. 

Christmas shopping       

It’s simples!!! 

“Chreaster” or “Eastmas” 

celebrations at                      

Ireland Hall 

As Michael recently relayed in an email to all, he 

is very grateful for the cards and messages he 

has received wishing him a swift recovery         

following his recent operation. 

In a brief telephone conversation on Sunday 29th 

November he confirmed that he continues to 

make good progress and is happily anticipating 

the next steps in his treatment. 

We went on to chat about the current restrictions 

and how families might meet up for the          

forthcoming celebrations. 

“We’re thinking of postponing Christmas until 

Easter” chortled Michael, “I quite fancy enjoying 

a full roasted turkey dinner followed by a dessert 

of chocolate eggs. Hopefully by then restrictions 

will have relaxed sufficiently to allow all the family  

to get together. Our only concern is that we’re not 

sure whether to call it Chreaster or Eastmas”. 
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In recent years, December has become a busy month for the choir and a great opportunity to raise 

funds for our nominated charity. Since 2013, I have been  capturing each of our events in photograph. 

Records show that we have carried out 

some form of  activity on all bar two dates 

in December; the 5th and the 10th.  

The following pages form an “Advent     

Calendar” of our Christmas  activites and a 

Christmas quiz.  

So how good is your receollection of where 

and when we undertook certain events 

during Advent? 

Answers can be found at the end of the 

newsletter. 
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What year did we perform at Broadway Baptist Church and what song are these choristers singing? (2) 

This photograph was taken in 2016. Where were we performing and can you name the two ex-choristers        

pictured? (3) 

How many times have we sung carols at DHU and what year was this photo taken? (2) 

Taken in 2014 what Derby feature are we standing in front of and who is the man behind the beard? (2) 

5 gold rings - we’ve never performed on the 5th December in recent years 

In what year where these socks first unveiled and who is wearing them? (2) 

In what year was this photograph taken? What is the name of the chorister and what was the name of his      

father - also an ex member of the choir? (3) 

Mark’s driving the train at what Derbyshire location? How many times have we performed there? (2) 

How did Tim Limberger raise this money and at what venue did he make this presentation? (2) 

10 Lords a leaping - we’ve never performed on the 10th December 

This church was adorned with lots of Christmas tree.s Where was the venue and what was the year? (2) 

Martin and Peter performed in this Derby church. What was the year and where is the church? (2) 

What voice part did both of these ex members sing? Where and in what year was this concert? (3) 

New coats and hats featured at this festive undertaking. What year and where is the venue? (2) 

As days go, this was fun. What year did we perform at his supermarket? Name the Supermarket? (2) 

Name the two ex-members in this photo? In what year was the photo taken? (3) 

Let’s do it again. Name the two ex-members in this photo? In what year was the photo taken? (3) 

The floor looks more suitable for a dance than a song. Where and when was this photo taken? (2) 

Lots of ex-members in this photo. Name them? What year was the photo taken?  (7) 

Rick dropped something. Who are the other ex members of the front row and what year is it? (3) 

Hurrah just completed our Christmas season - What year? Who are the choristers behind Michael and Eric? (3) 

Year and venue of the Force Carol service? Who’s peeping over Richard Brewster’s shoulder?  (3) 

Who is the tenor between Mark and Ron? Extra bonus point for correct spelling of his name? What year (3) 

We first performed at Radio Derby in what year? Can you name the presenter with long-haired Louise? (2) 
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24th December 2014 Radio Derby Richard 

Spurr 
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Chris Hare : A           

Musician’s Christmas 
My involvement with music at Christmas started 

way back in 1973. At the tender age of twelve 

years old I became a     member of Staveley Works 

Brass Band  achieving the dizzy heights of           

2nd Horn in the senior band. The band was             

completely sponsored by the works and I           

remember catching the bus from Chesterfield to 

Staveley every day in school time to support the 

senior band for the works Christmas Lunches. This 

was a busy time for me and when I sat down on 

Christmas Day for my own family dinner I            

calculated that it was my 20th Christmas  dinner that year. Good job I like Turkey!! 

A few years later aged 16 years old I joined a group of five musicians from Chesterfield and District Band 

who decided to take on the    challenge of the “Chesterfield Mile” pub crawl playing carols along the way. We  

collected lots of money along the way and I 

certainly became immersed in the Christmas 

spirit that evening. I don’t seem to recall how 

the evening ended but we were all very      

grateful for the  Salvation Army carol books!! 

Carolling has always been a good way to raise 

funds as those of us who have committed our 

time in recent years can vouch. The photo left 

illustrates another carol session in a local pub 

aged 19 whilst at Kneller Hall. 

 

On joining the army, I found the highlight (or 

possibly lowlight) of the Christmas season was 

when the lower ranks had their Christmas 

lunch served by the Officers and Sergeants. 

The band was always invited to provide       

musical support with the band being conducted by a senior corporal!! This was the only time you would see 

the band wearing hard hats because the meal always turned in to a massive food fight, most of it directed at 

the Senior Ranks! 

When I think of Christmas music, I always think of the Wilcox arrangements of popular carols which Anne 

kindly reminds me of each year. As a military musician you always knew Christmas was drawing near when 

“A Christmas Festival” by Leroy Anderson came out of the music library. Everyone hates the arrangement in 

the Military Music circles but it works with five to a hundred musicians and is truly an awesome                 

arrangement. A Christmas Festival By Leroy Anderson - YouTube 

Christmas as a musician is always a busy hectic time with endless concerts and performances which have 

included most of the major concert venues in the UK, including the Royal Albert Hall and Festival Hall.      

During my years of service Christmas was often a very busy time so it is quite nice not to be so hectic these 

days.  Sadly this year is just as busy but for none musical reasons. 

This Christmas will feel really strange not having any choir rehearsals. I will miss struggling to tell  the       

difference between Deck the Hall and Joy to the World, or sorting the harmonies out on Morning Star and  

the “yeehas” on Cowboy Carol, I am truly missing all of your company and hearing your voices, also being 

encouraged by the weekly progress of the festive tunes. Wishing you all Merry Christmas. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9YMHSqC63is
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Fancy a walk with Mark? 
For the past few years, Mark Kohrs has taken part in one 

of the Macmillan sponsored hikes and this year he       

intends to hike a marathon from Alnwick Castle to      

Bamburgh Castle along the beautiful beaches and fishing 

villages of the Northumberland Coast. Mark is cordially 

inviting all fit and able members of the choir to join him in 

2021 to turn into a DCMVC fund raising event. The      

distance is twenty six miles across relatively flat terrain 

The event will take place on 17th July 2021 and            

registration costs £25. In addition each entrant must 

raise a minimum of £250 of their own in sponsorship.  

You will also be provided with: 

 Free Macmillan walking top 

 A clearly marked route 

 Regular refuelling stops with snacks and drinks 

 Medical assistance 

 Free buffet lunch and hot food at the finish 

 Finisher's medal and bubbly 

I you are interested in taking part please contact Mark 

and also register directly with Macmillan using the        

following link Northumberland Coast Mighty Hike 2021 | 

Mighty Hikes (macmillan.org.uk)  

 

https://mightyhikes.macmillan.org.uk/choose-a-hike/northumberland-coast-2021/
https://mightyhikes.macmillan.org.uk/choose-a-hike/northumberland-coast-2021/
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Business Review              

of the Year 
Earlier this year our very own local entrepreneur, Len 

“Boy” Briddon was very enthusiastic to tell us about his 

new business venture LAW - Len’s Anal Wash. We’ve 

been catching up with Len Boy and his business        

partners to see how the business world has adapted 

during these challenging times.  

“Well despite a very encouraging start, the bottom 

seemed to fall out of the anal wash market”             

commented Len Boy, “We got a lot of bad press from 

that unfortunate incident with the big lady from Alvaston. One of my business partners forgot to adjust the 

pressure regulator on the washer and he gave her a full blast” The vision of the damage inflicted was       

apparent on Len Boy’s face as he recalled the incident. He 

grimaced as he relayed the story. “You plonker Ronnie I yelled 

as I saw the lady pinned to the wall of the trailer from the full 

blast of the pressure washer” commented Len Boy, “we had to 

scarper pretty quickly before the police arrived.”  

Since then the trailer has been parked up and Len Boy has 

returned to more familiar territory down at the local market. “I 

feel at home in a market environment and I can sell anything. 

I’ve been known to sell snow to eskimos and I’ve even        

managed to sell some of the choir’s old CDs. That was a bit of 

a challenge mind, and I had a few people trying to bring them 

back” said Len Boy. Len Boy went on to explain that his      

business partners weren’t quite as proficient at selling as Len 

Boy himself. “I keep telling them it’s all about confidence and I 

keep reminding them of my business mantra; He who dares 

Ronnie, he who dares…” 

Len Boy, like most entrepreneurs is a firm believer in         

adaptability and combines this with tremendous self belief. “I keep telling Ronnie that this time next year 

we’ll be millionaires” As Managing Director Len Boy is responsible for the strategic vision of the company 

and thinks that on this occasion he may well have 

cracked it. Like the rest of the UK population Len Boy 

was pleased to here about the recent developments in 

possible coronavirus vaccines and decided to develop 

one himself. “Ronnie and I have been doing a lot of   

research in our laboratory (Ian’s kitchen) and have    

developed our own special vaccine formula which      

consists of water from the river Derwent and a few 

drops of TCP. I fell in the river several times as a child 

and survived so I reckon it must have healing            

properties. Marketing the vaccine is all important so 

we’re following the lead of the Oxford vaccine and we’re 

going to call our product the Derby Vaccine. Early trials 

show they are 110% effective” Len Boy smiled at his 

colleague and uttered “This time next year Ronnie, we’ll 

be millionaires.” 



Wishing second tenor, Ken Levasseur, a belated Happy Birthday. Ken pictured left above celebrated his 

birthday during November and is pictured outside his country estate in the South of France. “We like to pop 

over to celebrate my Birthday” said Ken, “because it gives us an opportunity to sample the latest vintage 

from our vineyard” 

Len and Norma Briddon are also celebrating the safe arrival of their third great grandchild Sienna Louise 

pictured above right. “We’re delighted to have a girl at last” said Len “to join Tyran 11 and Ryley 4 pictured 

above centre whilst visiting Santa last Christmas. We’re looking forward to meeting Sienna when the corona 

virus restrictions are lifted and we’re allowed to travel”. 

We would also wish “Many Happy      

Returns of the Day” to two of our        

December babies who celebrate their 

birthdays close to Christmas. No  matter 

how hard your parents might have tried 

to convince you, a combined birthday / 

Christmas present was never as good as 

receiving two separate presents. “It took 

several years of counselling before I 

came to terms with being a Christmas 

baby” commented Mark, “at one point I 

considered moving my birthday           

celebration to the middle of June.”    

Happy Birthday to you both 
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A different kind of Christmas 
This year, Christmas may be quite different to the usual Christmas 

proceedings that we have experienced in recent years. Contact with 

family may be limited, pantomimes, office parties and carol services 

will be postponed and nipping into the next door neighbour’s for a 

glass of Christmas cheer will hardly be de rigueur.  

But for many this is not the first time they have experienced        

something other than a traditional British Christmas. Many choristers 

have spent time living abroad and 

this is what they had to say about 

their experiences. 

When I was 13 years old, I spent my 

first Christmas period in Germany 

and I have to say it was totally       

different to what I had been used to. 

I arrived on my birthday (22nd) and 

was greeted with a lovely birthday 

cake which was covered in marzipan 

animals, It was the first time I had 

tried marzipan.  

I have got to say the festive season in 

Germany certainly at that time (late seventies) was a season of 2 halves!!  Christmas was a quiet affair with 

Christmas Eve being the main event.  

The Christmas tree was only brought in and dressed on Christmas Eve and no children are allowed in the 

room until a bell was rung to signal that St Nicholas had visited leaving presents under the tree. The whole 

family would then come together and the presents given out in order of age, children first.  

Once the gifts had been unwrapped, then the adults would drink a seasonal tipple called Rumtopf, this was 

basically a Rum punch which was started in summer with Rum , sugar and summer fruits e added as they 

came into season. This was rocket fuel!!  So Christmas Eve was the main celebration and Christmas day was 

quiet except for the main Christmas dinner. No Morecambe and Wise !!!! As soon as Boxing Day had passed 

then the Christmas tree was removed and that was Christmas.  

New year’s eve, party decorations were put up and the party started early with food and drink and more drink 

leading up to Midnight , then out into the street with fireworks, fire crackers and champagne For a 13 year 

old it was an amazing experience and I don’t think I will ever replicate that experience again. 

 

During my time in the forces I have spent Christmas in Germany, Cyprus and Northern 

Ireland: sometimes with family and sometimes with forces colleagues. My abiding 

memory of Germany would be the clear white lights which decorated the buildings and 

streets and the traditional Stollen and Glühwein used to celebrate the season. 

Cyprus was spent away from family but I recall eating Christmas dinner in a newly 

opened, French owned, 5 star hotel. Needless to say I left the dining table hungry. An 

unusual feature for me was spending Christmas Day afternoon on the beach. I also    

remember enjoying caramel almonds and fresh oranges, 

I spent two Christmases in Northern Ireland by which time our son Matthew was around 

to enjoy his early experiences of the season. I recall the turkey being delivered by the 

coalman. We shared our Christmas lunch with three single lads who had restricted leave. 

They brought Matthew his first teddy which remained his close companion for the best 

part of 10 years and remains in his wardrobe to this day.   
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Being married to a Spaniard I have experienced the traditions of Christmas in 

Spain albeit many years ago. Traditionally the Spanish do not decorate their homes 

for Christmas. Instead they often construct Belens (the Spanish word for          

Bethlehem) which are elaborate nativity scenes in their homes in the lead up to 

Christmas. More than just a stable with animals and figurines, the Spanish Belens 

can be huge scenes, complete with many different houses, farms, rivers and      

marketplaces.   

Many Spanish people go to Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve, known as La Misa 

Del Gallo (The Mass of the Rooster) to celebrate their faith. Often the main     

Christmas meal is eaten on Christmas Eve, just before or just after the mass. 

Dia de los Santos Inocentes 

On the 28th of December they celebrate Dia de los Santos Inocentes which is the Spanish version of April 

Fool’s Day. This is the day for playing pranks, or dressing up in funny wigs and hats. 

New Year's Eve Grapes 

Another Spanish tradition is observed on New Year’s Eve. In every town square and household, people are 

holding 12 grapes to say goodbye to the Old Year, and trying to eat the twelve grapes before the twelve 

chimes of the bells are over. If you mange to eat them all, you will have good luck for the following year. 

The Three Kings 

It’s the Three Kings, or Reyes Magos (Melchior, Gaspar and Baltazar), who bring children their gifts in Spain, 

not Santa Claus (although he is becoming more popular now, too), and on January 6, not Christmas Day. On 

the night of January 5, the Kings parade through the towns across the country with their entourage of       

helpers, animals and elaborate floats, throwing sweets out for the children. When the kids return home, they 

leave out their shoes for the Kings to fill with presents overnight. 

Instead of Christmas cake or Christmas pudding, the Spaniards enjoy the Roscón de Reyes, usually on the 

Day of the Epiphany, on January 6. A sweet bread ring, it is topped with crushed almonds and candied fruits, 

and is sometimes stuffed with whipped cream. Sometimes a small figurine is hidden inside the bread, and 

the person who finds it has the honour of buying next year’s roscón. 

 

I was born in India in 

1939. My father was a 

Methodist missionary in 

India and was subse-

quently appointed chap-

lain to the armed forces 

going to or returning 

from the Burma cam-

paign in the war against 

Japan. His main focus 

would not only be on the 

troops, but also his 

churches in the Trichinopoly area of South India. There 

would be church services for the military personnel 

passing through, as well as Christmas celebrations for 

the local Tamil population of Christian faith. As one of 

the two major celebrations in the Christian calendar I 

am sure that our family parties were held in the         

traditional British manner.  One of the mental          

snapshots I mentioned is of an artificial fold up Christ-

mas tree which we brought back to England on our return and then annually came out of storage for many, 

many years before finally giving up the ghost about twenty years ago. As a child I was also fascinated by an 

Angel Chimes display, as you can see in the attached photo, which was driven round by heat from candles to       



Find us @ www.dcmvchoir.com 

Derbyshire Community Male Voice Choir 

produce a melodious tinkling sound. 

While living in India, as a conventional English woman, my 

mother would have made customary Christmas meals but I 

recall her telling me that a great highlight was always to 

have pork pies sent from Britain for the troops – you     

couldn’t get pork locally, so some obviously got diverted to 

our house!   The final picture is of me with Christmas dinner! 

As the young lad says to Scrooge on Christmas Day “what 

you mean the turkey as big as me?”     

 I  mysel f  haven’ t  actua l ly              

experienced  a Christmas on foreign soil but for the  last forty years I feel as if I might 

have been. My wife’s family are Polish and settled in Britain after the second world 

war. They were determined to bring a piece of Poland with them and the traditions of 

holy days such as Christmas played a big part in maintaining their identity. As with a 

number of European countries Christmas Eve known as Wigilia (the vigil) is far more 

important than Christmas day. Before the dinner table is set, straw or hay is placed 

under a white tablecloth. An extra place is set for any unexpected visitor, as a       

reminder that the Holy family was turned away from inns in Bethlehem and that 

those seeking shelter are welcome on this special night. 

The Polish Christmas Eve dinner consists of 12 dishes, one for each of the 12 apostles. These dishes are 

usually meatless, though this restriction does not exclude the preparation of fish. Typically, people watch for 

the first star to appear in the night sky before sitting down to eat, because Christmas Eve is a day for fasting. 

Once the first star appears, the day has ended and families can break fast. The breaking of symbolic wafers 

precedes the meal and everyone shares pieces of them. 

It is on this day that the Christmas tree is decorated. The Polish Christmas tree can be decorated with 

shapes cut from gingerbread, coloured wafers, cookies, fruit, candy, straw ornaments, decorations made 

from eggshells, or commercially produced ornaments. 

Midnight mass is a part of Poland's Christmas traditions. On Christmas Day, Poles will eat a large meal, 

sometimes with a goose as the centrepiece. 

Santa Claus does not appear on Christmas Eve. The appearance of Santa Claus (Mikołaj) happens instead 

on the night of December 5th, the eve of the Feast of St. Nicholas. The feast day is a part of the Advent    

celebrations, which are an integral part of Polish Christmas traditions. 

Although Mikołaj is the primary gift-giver in Poland, some children do receive presents on Christmas Eve as 

well, but from baby Jesus. Polish kids must wait outside the room with the gifts until they hear a bell ringing 

(from their parents), which means Jesus has already left the gifts and they can enter.   

As a young child I spent time with my family in Singapore as my father was   

serving in the Armed Forces. My failing memory has let me down and I don’t 

have many clear memories of Christmas abroad. Singapore is  a melting pot of     

different religions and cultures so Christmas there is mainly a secular occasion.  

The shopping districts in Orchard Road, Scotts Road and  Thomson Road, are 

heavily adorned in bright festive lights and every shop has a Christmas tree at 

its entrance.                          
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With son Jonathan living in Australia with wife Julie and three grandchildren Norma 

and I took up the invitation to spend Christmas and New Year 2007/8 with them in 

Sydney. 

After stopping off for an unforgettable two nights in Hong Kong we then had to     

endure the 13 hour flight to Sydney, arriving 5 days before Christmas. The days lead-

ing up to Christmas were packed with sight-seeing around Sydney with Jonathan and 

family, including boat trips around the harbour, a visit to the Opera House, Sydney 

Harbour Bridge  and much more, until the big day arrived. 

Christmas Day is at the 

height of summer in Australia and so it was off 

to Nelson Park and beach for Christmas Lunch 

in the sun with Jonathan, Julie and more than 

20 members of their  extended Australian     

family. After lunch we were treated to various 

family games, including one called Pinata. In 

this a figure stuffed with goodies is suspended 

from a tree and any player who can puncture 

the figure gets to devour the contents. 

And so to New Year’s Eve! Having been advised 

against the hassle of trying to attend the       

fireworks display on Sydney Harbour (the whole 

area is sealed off after 3pm) we settled for 

watching from our hotel room on the 13th floor 

with a family meal laid on. From here we had a 

panoramic view, not only of the fireworks display 

on Sydney Harbour, but of several other displays 

along the horizon. We also had the added luxury 

of being able to listen to the commentary and 

watch the close-ups on the wide-screen         

television. A night to remember.  

At this time Jonathan and family were living in 

Brisbane and so it was arranged that we would 

spend the remaining weeks of the holiday 

based there. 
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22 

A) 2018  B) O holy night  (2) 

A) United Reform Church Carlton Road   B) Martin Evans C) John Elliott (3) 

 

A) Twice B) 2019  (2) 

A) The Derby Ram  B) Eric Singleton (2) 

5 gold rings - we’ve never performed on the 5th December in recent years 

A) 2014 B) Mark Kohrs (2) 

A) 2013 B) Keith Bonnett C) Charlie Bonnett  (3) 
 

A) Peak Village Shopping Centre B) Twice - both in 2019 (2) 

A) Sponsored cycle ride  B) Holy Family Church Allestree (2) 

10 Lords a leaping - we’ve never performed on the 10th December 

A) St Paul’s Church, Quarndon  B) 2015 (2) 

A) 2014 B) United reform Church, Carlton Road  (2) 

A) First Tenor B) Rangemoor Church  C) 2013 (3) 

A) 2018  B) Shelton Lock  (2) 

A) 2013  B) Asda  (AS DAys go,) (2) 

A) Steve Walker  B) John Elliott   C) 2017 (3) 

A) Martin Walker B) Harry Brentnall   C) 2015 (3) 

A) DHU  B) 2018   (2) 

A) John Murray  B) Adrian Harper  C) Roy Fletcher  D) Martin Evans  E) Colin Beniston  F) Jim Noble  G)  2013 (7) 

A) Gordon Cant B) Martin Evans C) 2014  (3) 

A) Nigel Coulthurst B) Dave Carver C) 2019  (3) 

A) 2014 B) Riverside Centre Pride Park  C) John Tomlinson  (3) 

A) Marc Vastenavondt B) 2016  (3) 

A) 2014 B) Richard Spurr  (2) 
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So what’s your Choir Christmas Rating? 
 

 0 - 15 points  You’re a Turkey - go get stuffed ! 

 

 16 - 30 points  Your knowledge is comparable to that of the    

      discarded wrapping paper left on the lounge floor   

      on Christmas morning 

 

 31 - 45 points  A glimmer of hope, like the twinkling lights on the   

      Christmas tree 

 

 46 - 52 points  A Christmas cracker 

 

 53 - 58 points  You’re the star on top of the Christmas tree.    

      Your choir Christmas knowledge can only be    

      surpassed by your enormous beauty 


