
January 

 2018 
Derbyshire Constabulary 

Male Voice Choir 
Diary Dates 

           

13th Jan   Oddfellows            

 Boulton St Mary’s 

19th Jan   Breadsall 

 with Jubilee 

26th Jan   Aspen Court  

 Special Branch 

2nd Feb  Littleover Chuch

 PASH 

9th Feb   St Matthews,    

Darley Abbey Scout Group 

16th Feb  West Hallam 

 Animal Charities 

23rd Feb Cheshire Homes 

 Special Branch 

 

Police and Fire Services Carol Service 

On Monday 18th December the 

choir were delighted to support 

the Police and Fire Services at 

their annual family carol service. 

This year the service was held at 

the beautiful parish church of    

Saint Mary’s and All Saints in             

Chesterfield, commonly referred 

to as the crooked spire church. 

Lead by lead chaplain Ami Lindo 

the service is an opportunity for 

all who work within the police and 

fire services to come together in 

expectation and celebration of 

Christmas. Newly appointed Chief 

Constable Peter Goodman also 

asked those present to                

take time and remember         

colleagues and loved ones who 

had lost their lives during the 

year. The choir lead the            

congregational singing and       

performed Roger Jones’ version 

of “In the bleak midwinter”. 

Performing charity concerts in Derbyshire since 1956 

Lucky Numbers 
December winners 

 

4th   Graham Hough 

11th  Tim Limberger 

 

This season so far, 

we’ve helped to raise 

£3300 
                   Interested in joining the choir? 

       E-mail : DCMVCenquiry@virginmedia.com or call 01332 606356 
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Some of our sponsors 

Monday 18th December 2017 

7.00 pm 

Chesterfield Parish Church 

(Crooked Spire) 
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London Road Community Hospital 

The choir were presented with an early Christmas gift on Tuesday 12th December when a number of us  sang 

carols at the London Road Community Hospital. We were joined by bass singer Martin Evans and his wife Janet. 

The gift we experienced was one of the most important gifts that we often take for granted—we were all         

delighted to see our dear friend Martin restored to health after a difficult period of ill health over recent 

months. Martin joined his colleagues in singing Christmas carols and festive songs for the patients on Ward 1. 

The staff and service users joined us in song and created a wonderful festive atmosphere during the afternoon. 

We would like to thank the staff of Ward 1 and all who work within our health service for the fantastic work they 

do throughout the community. These wonderful people are often the unsung heroes; many of whom will be 

away from their families during the festive period. We would also like to wish a very Merry Christmas and a 

Peaceful and healthy new year to Martin and Janet. We look forward to welcoming Martin back to our choral 

community when he is fully restored to good health. 

Probationer’s Review 
Having joined the choir about a year ago we were delighted that baritone 

singer Ellis Pugh was able to join us at this year’s Police and Fire Services 

carol service wearing the choir’s uniform for the first time. After a period 

of 12 months, it is customary that the choir committee undertake a       

rigorous and thorough assessment of a new members’ conduct and    

performance. To assist us in this we were fortunate to meet Ellis’ Aunt 

during a recent carol singing event at 

Shelton Lock and she was happy to spill 

the beans! Auntie’s assessment was 

something of a mixed bag and almost 

mirrored our own observations. On the 

plus side he is relatively tall and has 

Welsh blood coursing through his veins 

which clearly guarantees his singing   

abilities. Areas for improvement are  

manifold but if anybody is thinking of a 

Christmas present, here’s a clue! 



Derbyshire Constabulary Male Voice Choir 

Find us @ www.dcmvchoir.com 

Carol singing 
First introduced at Christmas 2013, over the past five years, carol singing sessions around Derby during        

December have become an integral part of the choir’s activities. This year members undertook sessions in   

Borrowash, Shelton Lock, Derby’s Cornmarket and a visit to the London Road Community Hospital. Whilst    

lacking the discipline and four part harmony of a concert performance these events provide us with exposure to 

a different audience and generate far more income than retiring collections at a concert. In recent years       

demand for our services in concert during December appears to have diminished which even further underlines 

the importance of carols at Christmas. Thank you to all those who took part this year. 



 

Over £1300 raised 
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A thank you to our sponsors 

We are delighted this season to have received the support and sponsorship of 17 local businesses. Earlier this 

month committee members took the time to visit some of them to thank them for their support and wish them 

a Happy Christmas. Their financial support has helped to cover much of our operating costs for the season 

which in turn should allow us to make a larger contribution to our nominated charity, Derbyshire Bloodbikes. 

Pictured below is Mark Davies  of Marc Stephens Funeral Services, the Manager of Zanfish Spondon, Gareth 

Buxton of Gareth Buxton Landscape paintings and 

Neil Hawksworth of the Workhouse Gym, Castle 

Donington. Opposite are Scott Conway and James 

Rhodes Doughty of Pure Fitness Gym, Darley      

Abbey; Mark Davies of Mark Davies Opticians  in 

Spondon and Tim Limberger of Limberger           

Associates. Other sponsors include Anchor Sup-

plies, Marin and Co, IMS Limited, Box Construction, 

Kedleston Heating, Catena Engineering, Derby City 

Glass, Five Lamps Kitchens and Bathrooms, Newey 

and Eyre; and RBS Building Systems. We wish all 

our sponsors along with their employees and fami-

lies a very happy Christmas and a peaceful and 

harmonious new year 2018. 
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Absent friends 
A number of us join a 

choir to sing but   

remain because of 

the friendship and 

camaraderie that  

develops within the 

choral community. 

We are always      

concerned when the 

health and wellbeing 

of any of our      

members  prevents 

them from taking 

part in the thing they 

love to do—sing! This 

year has been a   

difficult time for a 

number of members 

including Martin, 

Rob and Brian. We 

all hope that 2018 

will grant them a re-

turn to good health 

and the opportunity 

to play a fuller role 

within our choral 

community. Other 

members experience  

difficulties attending 

as often as they 

would like due to 

the pressures of 

work. This has been 

the case for Ian 

Truby Ware during 

December and    

tenor Rick Brewster 

who has found  

himself working in 

foreign parts for 

much of 2017. We 

look forward to 

their return. 
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And relax….. last event of 2017 at Radio Derby 

And relax........ members of the choir performed at 

their last event of 2017 this morning when we 

sang carols on Radio Derby's breakfast show   

hosted by Ian Skye. This is becoming something of 

a tradition as we have appeared on the last week-

day before Christmas for the last four years.  Ian 

spoke to Musical Director, Chris Hare; choir     

chairman, Kevin Griffiths and the longest serving 

member of the choir present that morning, John 

Cumpstone. Ian asked John what had changed 

about the choir during his membership, to which 

John retorted there had been four musical         

directors. Other changes in recent years have 

been the introduction of carol singing during     

December which is a huge boost to our charity 

fund raising effort. Those members of the choir 

who support this effort deserve much praise for 

their time and effort. Appearing on radio is also a 

new feature although we have previously           

appeared on TV— time for another television     

appearance methinks. A new project for 2018 may 

be a new CD featuring a collection of christmas 

songs and carols—this will need preparation during 

the summer. As in previous years, there was a 

great atmosphere at the radio station and it 

helped to put us all in the festive mood………it's 

beginning to look a lot like Christmas.  


