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Len Briddon describes Alma Clark’s contribution to the choir 

Alma has a strong affinity to the police force having 

worked as a seamstress at headquarters for many 

years. It was at work that she met her husband Cyril, 

a serving police sergeant. In the early years there 

was no standard uniform for choir members. Serving 

officers wore their normal police uniforms, which, 

where appropriate, displayed badges of rank.     

Members from the British Transport Police used their 

own uniforms, and ‘guest’ members’ borrowed spare 

uniform from other serving officers.     

It was in the late 1980,s that Alma came to the      

rescue. Approval was granted by the then Chief      

Constable for cast uniform, which would normally be 

scrapped, to be purchased by the choir for a nominal sum. Alma, a seamstress   

employed at police headquarters volunteered to become tailoress to the choir, 

working from home. This was a huge undertaking by Alma.  Armed with the ‘vital 

statistics’ of every choir member she took on the job of trawling through racks of 

cast uniforms in police stores to obtain a stock of suitable sizes, carry out the nec-

essary tailoring, and   adding the silver epaulettes and ‘lyre’ sleeve badges, which 

still today make up the standard choir uniform. In addition there were medal rib-

bons to be sewn on and in the case of the Musical Director, the complex task of 

adding the Aiguillette (lanyard). On moving to Oakwood in 1990, Alma utilised a 

spare bedroom at her bungalow as a sewing room and so uniform fitting for new 

members became known as ‘a visit to Alma’s bedroom’ 

Alma continued as choir tailoress for some 30 years, until, on reaching her 97th 

birthday, she has decided to hang up her needle and thread. Over all those years, 

Alma has been a much loved member of the choir family, providing unstinting      

support and dedication. She attended almost every concert locally and around the 

country, including a trip to Osnabruck, Germany, the Royal Albert Hall, and taking 

part in most social occasions and at annual dinners.  Not only is the choir deeply  

indebted to Alma, but her support has not gone un-noticed at the highest level of the 

Force. Over the years, in addition to numerous accolades from the choir, she has 

been presented with two Chief Constable’s commendations, a similar award from 

the Police and Crime Commissioner, and was recently made an honorary Life     

Member of the choir. Such is Alma’s pride in her connections with the choir, that the 

walls of her home are adorned with pictures of the various presentations and       

numerous other choir photographs, sitting alongside the many paintings symbolising another of her talents as 

an artist of some repute.      

New Members 

Wanted 

Rehearsals for next      

season will commence on 

5th September 2016              

Why not join us?                           

Call 01332 606356 

Last season we    

helped raise 

£17800 

                   Interested in joining the choir? 

                 E-mail : DCMVCenquiry@virginmedia.com or call 01332 606356 

Alma’s bedroom door closes for final time 



Derbyshire Constabulary Male Voice Choir 

Find us @  www.dcmvchoir.com 

More tea Vicar? 

Jim and Judy Noble cordially invite you to 

join them for  

Afternoon Tea 
On  

Saturday 13th August from 2-5 pm 

Admission £5 

 

It is with sadness that we report the death of former 

choir member Alan Sutton, who died on 9th July 2016 

aged 86.  Alan was a stalwart member of the baritone 

section for many years, retiring on health grounds in 

2010. His wife Eunice was a staunch   supporter of the 

choir, attending every concert and willingly helping out 

on social occasions. We offer our condolences to 

Alan’s family. The photograph (left) were taken during 

the 1990’s and the photograph (right) during a trip to 

Osnabruck.  

Alan Sutton 

Jim and Judy would be delighted if you can join them for 

afternoon tea at their home in South Normanton to raise 

funds for the Rainbows hospice. You will be able to    

sample WI standard baking whilst viewing Jim’s prize 

winning roses. If you’re very lucky Jim will even serenade 

you   behind the hollyhocks—it always seems to make 

Judy smile. 

5 Windmill Rise, South Normanton, DE55 2AZ 

RSVP O7779277885 

STRATEGIC PLANNING        

“THINK TANK” 

The choir’s newly appointed think 

tank continues to meet once a 

week at the Jonty Farmer from 

about 8pm. This group of highly 

tuned intellects thrash out all the 

worlds problems over a glass of 

shandy or two. Pictured are two 

of the choir’s finest minds       

attempting to identify the   

whereabouts of the lost chord. 


